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Mr. Grierson.                     [A.D. 1770.
assistant preacher at the Temple, and for many years the social friend of Johnson, who spoke of him with a very kind regard.
' My acquaintance with that great and venerable character commenced in the year 1754. I was introduced to him by Mr. Grier-son', his Majesty's printer at Dublin, a gentleman of uncommon learning, and great wit and vivacity. Mr. Grierson died in Germany, at the age of twenty-seven. Dr. Johnson highly respected his abilities, and often observed, that he possessed more extensive knowledge than any man of his years he had ever known. His industry was equal to his talents; and he particularly excelled in every species of philological learning, and was, perhaps, the best critick of the age he lived in.
' I must always remember with gratitude my obligation, to Mr. Grierson, for the honour and happiness of Dr. Johnson's acquaintance and friendship, which continued uninterrupted and undimin-ished to his death: a connection, that was at once the pride and happiness of my life.
'What pity it is, that so much wit and good sense as he continually exhibited in conversation, should perish unrecorded ! Few persons quitted his company without perceiving themselves wiser and better than they were before. On serious subjects he flashed the most interesting conviction upon his auditors ; and upon lighter topicks, you might have supposed—Albano musas de monte locutas2.
' Though I can hope to add but little to the celebrity of so exalted a character, by any communications I can furnish, yet out of pure respect to his memory, I will venture to transmit to you some anecdotes concerning him, which fell under my own observation. The very minutice of such a character must be interesting, and may be compared to the filings of diamonds.
' In politicks he was deemed a Tory, but certainly was not so in
1 Son of the learned Mrs. Grierson, who was patronised by the late Lord Granville, and was the editor of several of the Classicks. Bos-WELL.
3         'Pontificum libros, arinosa volumina vatum,
Dictitet Albano Musas in monte locutas.'
'Then swear transported that the sacred Nine Pronounced on Alba's top each hallowed line.'
FRANCIS.   Horace, Epis. IT. i. 26,
thee when he published The Rosciad, he was speculating all his life for another Churchill and another quarto poem. Stockdale usually brought him what he wanted, and Flexney found the workman, but • never the work.' Calamities of Authors, ed. 1812, ii. 314. 8 ' I believe most men may review all the lives that have passed
